Westfall Township, Matamoras, PA
October 21, 2026

The Westfall Township Board of Supervisors convened a Workshop meeting on Wednesday, October 21, 2026, at 5:00 pm. The meeting was held at the Township Building on Delaware Drive and LaBarr Lane, Westfall Township. 

Those present were Chairman, Robert Llewellyn; Vice Chairman David Twiss, Supervisors; Paul Fischer, Peter Joannou, and Secretary, Kaitlin Hildebrandt. Also, present was Westfall Township Sewage Enforcement Officer Robyn Ficken.  There was one member of the general public in attendance, Mr. Chris Lordi, Municipal Authority of Westfall Township Board Member. 

Absent from the meeting was Supervisor Paul Schaldoant.

The pledge of allegiance occurred.  

Agenda:

New Business: 

1. Septic Matters: The Board of Supervisors discussed with Township Sewage Enforcement Officer Mrs. Robyn Ficken the decommissioning of septic systems following their connection to central sewage.  The Township currently does not have a requirement, permit, fee, ordinance, etc. regulating this.  The Township does have a requirement in its current ordinance that a residence cannot be connected to central sewage and an on-lot system at the same time.  The Grills most recent connection to central sewage was noted as the tank was located under the parking lot.  The previous septic tank has been converted into a grease trap.  It was further discussed that the hotel did not connect to central sewer at the same time, but should have.  It has not been determined if the systems share the same field.  A situation such as this may require input from the Township Engineer to ensure that the system has been decommissioned appropriately and will not be a liability to the Township.  Currently when an on-lot system connects to central sewer, the appropriate forms and permits are completed with the Municipal Authority, but the Township receives no notification.  The completion of a permit with the Township was discussed as well as the requirements for decommissioning such as capping the pipe in the ground, filling the tank with stone, and crushing the metal tank and then filling it with stone.  
Vice Chairman Twiss inquired if there would be a mandate to tie in a system when central sewer is expanded along the three-lane.  It was discussed that there would not be a requirement for residential unless the system was failing.  Commercial properties located approximately one hundred and fifty feet from the main would be required to connect.  It was discussed that the Municipal Authority may request the Township adopt an ordinance or resolution setting requirements for residential connections, such as proximity to the sewer lines.  The Board discussed that all commercial properties from the school district to the hotels and apartment complexes, are currently connected to central sewer.  It was noted that Westfall Township is the only area of Pike County that currently has central sewer.  
Milford Borough will mandate residents connect to central sewer when their system fails.  USDA Grants and other grant funding were discussed to fund the Act 537 Plan.  Supervisor Joannou expressed concerns about running central sewer up the mountain to Mill Rift.  The Board discussed that the Act 537 Plan only including a straight-line along Route 6 & 209 to connect Matamoras Borough and Milford Borough.  There is no plan to run sewer service up the mountain to Mill Rift.  The current plan would only affect those residents along the three-lane, mostly residents of the trailer park.  This plan will not affect ninety percent of Township residents.  The Act 537 Plan may need to be amended to add additional lines.  The Board further discussed only requiring homeowners to connect if their system is failing.  Mr. Lori confirmed that the Municipal Authority maintains maps that show which properties have been connected.  He further confirmed that grey water and grease traps are serviced and monitored by the Municipal Authority.  
The Supervisors continued discussion that an Ordinance mandating residents connect to central sewer may be required in order to obtain specific grant funds.  It was discussed that lot size and the current system would dictate which properties connected, noting that in the Borough central sewer makes sense.  The connection of the school through a grant was discussed.  Mr. Lordi confirmed to the Supervisors that the Court Ordered capacity for the Katz property has been set aside for future development, will not be affected by the Act 537 Plan, and that the sewer lines have been run to the property.  
Vice Chairman Twiss inquired about the Milford Landing pump station which is owned and maintained by the Homeowners Association.  They have made a few updates to the generator, control panel and have removed shrubs.  Ultimately, they are a not for profit and are unable to apply for any grants to repair the system.  They would request that the Municipal Authority take over the pump station.  Vice Chairman Twiss further stated that there is an ongoing issue of a tenant in the shopping plaza out front dumping grease into the system, which is further destroying it.  Chairman Lordi stated that the Municipal Authority also could not afford to take the pump station over and bring it up to the current standards.  
 A Porta Poty Ordinance was discussed, requiring a permit and fee for the installation of a porta potty.  The Ordinance would set requirements that a porta potty would be required for a new build or construction project that will not have an available bathroom on site.  The rafting trips and long-term projects or events would require a permit, and a permit would not be required for short events, parties, or weddings.  This would allow the Township to confirm the porta potty is not too close to a well, property line and is being properly serviced and maintained.  Chairman Llewellyn stated that the sample ordinances and information provided at tonight’s meeting by Robyn would be forwarded to the Townships Solicitor for review and the drafting of an ordinance.  There was no further discussion heard or action taken on this agenda item.  
 
2. Any other matters that may come before the Board: The Board discussed requests the Township has received to update its website.  The Township has received information from website designers that the website is not ADA compliant and will need to be before the Spring of 2028.  The Board requested that the Townships current website designer and host be contacted regarding correcting the issues with the site to ensure ADA compliance. 
Vice Chairman Twiss inquired about the adoption of a Data Center Ordinance, as the Township has received the County’s review of the draft ordnance.  It was discussed that this matter will be on the November 2nd Regular Supervisor Meeting Agenda to schedule and advertise an ordinance hearing on this matter.  Vice Chairman Twiss brought up the subject of flock cameras.  He inquired if the Township was aware of and if a permit had been issued for flock cameras in the Shop Rite parking lot.  The Board discussed that this is private property and is along a State Road, not a Township Road.  Secretary Hildebrandt indicated that a permit had not been applied for, for the flock cameras.  The Board stated that the matter would be discussed further with Township Solicitor Attorney Chris Weed to obtain further legal clarity on the matter.  There was no further discussion heard or action taken.  

Old Business: None Heard 

Public Comment: There was no public comment heard.  

ADJOURNMENT: The Workshop Meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:41 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Kaitlin Hildebrandt 
Secretary
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