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WESTFALL TOWNSHIF
UlL AND GAS WELL URDINANCE

Section 1| - Furpose and Intent

It 1s the i1ntent of this section to establish standards for the drilling of
wells for oil and gas, to require well permits and indemnity bonds, and to
protect the health and safety of people residing in the area of such
drilling.

Section 2 - Definition ot lerms

(a) "Well" when used in this ordinance means a bore hole being drilled
for the purpose of or to be used tor producing, extracting, or
1njecting any gas or o1l production or other ligquid related to o1l or
gas production or storage including brine disposal, but exciuding bore
holes drilled to produce potable water to be used as such.

(b) "Division" means the Uil and was bivision ot the bepartment of
Environmental Resources.

(c) "Drilling" shall include driliing. redrilling or drilling deeper.

(d) “"Building” means an occupled structure with walls and roof within
which persons live or work.

(e) "Wetland" means those areas ot greater than one acre i1n size that
are inundated or saturated by surtace or ground water at a freqguency
and duration sutticient to support., and that under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalance ot vegetation typically adapted
tor life in saturated soi1l conditions, 1ncluding swamps, marshes, bogs
and similar areas.

(f) "Well Operator" means any person as herein detined who proposes to
or does tor his own account locate, drill, operate, plug, reconditiaon
or abandon any well as herein defined or cause any of the above to be
done to any weil.

(g} "Owner" means any person as herein detined who owns, manages,
operates, leases, controls ar possessas any well.

(h) "“rersons” means any individual, association, partrnership, or
corparatian.
section 3 - Location of Wells

Dil and gas well operations shall not be permitted within 1000 teet of any



Fage &

residence existing or under construction as of the date aof this effective
Ordinance.

Section 4 - Fermit Requirements

Not withstanding the above requirements a permit shall not be issued until
the following 15 accomplished or substantiated: -

(a) All the requirements of Act 225 of 1955, the Fennsylvania “Gas
Operations Well-Drilling Petroleum and Coal Mining Act, as amended,
will be met.

(b) A copy of the plat, and other documentation, forwarded by the well
operatar to Division., and a copy of the Fermit(s) issued by Division,
have been submitted to the permit officer.

(c) The applicant shall nave prepared and had approved by the Fike
County Conservation Distract, a Sorl Erosion and Sedimentation Lontrol
Flan. Ihe plan shall 1nclude the well site, any access-way to and/or
from the well site, and any other adjacent land use affected by the
drilling operations. [he Flan shall also specificatly address the
management ot drill cuttings, drilling mud and brine.

Section 3 - Well Raquilrements

(3) A copy of the well permt shall be posted at the drilling site, i1n
a4 conspilcuous manner, prior to commencement of drilling.

(b} The permit number i1ssued by the Division shall be incstalled 1n a
legible, visible, and permanent manner on the wall upon completion.

(c) Wells may not be drilled within five hundred teet measured
harizontally from any non-residential building, or eiisting water
well, or streams, spring or body ot water; nor two hundred teet from
any public road right-of-way, or ad,acent property, uniess said
adjacent property is under common lease or ownership, or wetlands.
Adequate measures shall be taken to protect groundwater supplies
tncluding the casing and grouting ot those portions of the well (s)
passing through fresh water zones. The well operator shall, prior to
commencement of drilling, arrange and pay for independent testing of
water wells within 1500 feet of the oil or gas well to establish
pre-drilling quality. A drilling permit shall be required from the
Westtall fownship Beoard of Supervisors, prior to i1nitiating any
on-site construction or drilling activity. Such permit shall he
ootained from a permit officer to be designated by the Board of
Supervisors and application shall be made on a torm supplied by the
Board. The Application will require such information as may be
necessary to determine contormance with this Urdinance. All permit
applications shall be approved or disapproved within o0 days of the
tirst regular meeting ot the Hoard ot Supervisors tollowing receipt of
those applications.
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d) The applicant shall, when removing timber from the well site,
remove only those trees that are absoclutely necessary to allow safe
drilling activities.

(e} At the completion of well drilling activities the site shall be
cleaned up and be stabilized in accordance to the 5o1l Erosion and
Sedimentation Control Flan. Any felled trees and any temporary
improvement shall be removed in compliance with the Flan. °

(+) kbach well shall be equipped with a properly operating and
maintained blow-off tank.

{(g) Site development or access roads shall be discouraged from steep
slope areas (1n excess of 19%).

(h) Access roads it reguired shatl be constructed to i1nclude adequate
ditching, craoss-culverts, and grading (not to exceed 134): and shall

adhere to the Sbi1l tErosion and Sedimentation Lontrol Flan. I he
location ot the access rocad, and 1ts point of 1ntersaction with a
public road, shall be approved by the Hoard ot Supervisors. ‘the

public road onto which the access road connects cshall be kept mud-tree
and permanently passable and the rcad shall otherwise comply with the
standards of the Westtall fownship Koad Ordinance.

Section 6 - Indemnity Bonds

(a) Upon filing an application tor a permit the owner or operator
shall file with the Board of Supervisors a bond for the well and the
well site, payable to the Westtall Township Board ot Supervisors, and
conditioned that the operator shall faithtully perform all of the
requirements of law and this ordinance, 1ncluding protection ot
groundwater supplies. The amount of the bond reguired shall be twao
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) per well. 1In lieu ot
1ndividual bonds for each well an owner cor operataor may file a blanket
bond, covering all ot 1ts wells i1n the Township enumerated on the bond
tarm. A blanket bond shall be 1n the amount of twenty-five thousand
($25,000). Nothing herein, however, shall be construed as limiting
the lownships right to pursue legal renedies 1t this amount shall be
insufticient to cover the costs for which the bonds are 1ntended.

Lrability under such bond shall continue until the well has been
property plugged i1n accordance with law (which 1n any case, shall
occur within Y0 days ot discontinuance or dismantling of the well
operation), and tor a peri1od ot one year atter t+iling ot the
certiticate ot pilugging with the bivision within which sach period the
well operator must restore the site to original grade and complete the
activities specitied 1n the So1l krosion and Sedimentation Control
flan. Certiticates snall be +i1led i1n accordance wWith state
requiremants.

Each bond shall be executed by the operator and a corporate surety
licensed to do business i1n the LCommonwealth: Frovided, however, that
the operator or owner may elect to deposit cash, bank certiticates of
deposit, automatically renewable 1rrevocable bank letters of credit
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which may be terminated by the bank at the end of a term only upon the
bank giving ninety days prior written notice to the permittee and the
Township, or negotiable bonds ot the United States bavernment or the
Commonwealth ot Fennsylvania, the Fennsylvania Turnpike Commission,
the General State Authority the State Fublic School Building Authority
or any Township within the Commonwealth, with the deposit, bank
certificate ot deposit, amount of such irrevocable letter of credit or
market value ot such securities shall be equal at least to the sum of
the bond.

The lownship shall, upon receipt ot any such deposit ot cash, letters
of credit or negotiable bonds, hold the same 1n the name of the
Township, 1n trust, tor the purpose ot whlch such deposit 1s made.
(he operator or owner making the deposit shaill be enitiled trom time
to time to demand and receive trom the lownship the whole or any
portian ot any collateral so deposited, upon depasiting with the
laownship in lieu thereot, other collateral ot the classes herein
specitied having a market value at least equal to the negotiable
bonds, deposited as atoresaid, mature or are called, the lownship, at
the request ot the owner or operator thereot, shall convert such
negotiable bonds ot the classes herein specitied as may be designated
by the operator aor owner: And, provided further, lhat where notice of
intent to terminate a letter ot credit 1s given, the Township shall
give the awner or aoperator thirty days written notice ta replace the
letter of credit with other acceptable bond guarantees as provided
herein, and it the owner or operator fails to replace the lettar of
credit within the thirty day period., the lownship shall draw upon and
convert such letter of credit i1nto cash and hold 1t as a collateral
bond guarantee,

{b) No bond shall be fully released until all reguirements ot law and
ot this ordinance are fully met. Upon reiease of all ot the bond and
collateral as herein provided, the lownship shall i1mmediately return
to the owner the amount of cash or securitias specified therein.

(c) 1+ the well owner or operator tails or retuses to comply with the
requirements at taw ar this ordinance of the conditions of the permit
within the time periods specitied, the township shall dectare the bond
tarfeirted, and shali proceed to entorce and cotledct the +tull amount ot
the bond, and where the owner or operator has deposited cash or
securities as collateral 1n lieu ot a corporate surety, the [awnshlp
shall declare said coillateral torteited and shall pay the +uil amount
of said tunds i1nto the lownship beneral Fund, or proceed to sell said
securities to the extent torteited and pay the proceeds thereot 1nto
said tund. Should any corporate surety ar bank fail to promptly pay,
1n tull, a forteited bond, 1t shall be disqualitied trom writing any
further bonds under this ardinance. Upaon forteirture of a blanket bond
for a violation occurring at one or more well sites, the person whose
band 1s ftorfeited shall submit a replacement bond to caover all other
wells ot which he 1s owner or cperator within ten days ot said
forfeiture. Failure to submit said replacement bond constitutes a
violation ot this ordinance as to each ot the wells owned or operated
by said person.
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Section / - Vialations and Fenalties

All remedies tor violation ot law or this ordinance or the conditions ot
permits, are expressly preserved. Nothing i1n subsections b(alr through 61ic)
shall be construed as an exclusive penalty or remedy tor such viclations ot
law. No action taken pursuant to sudsection &(o) shall waive oOr rmpale any
other remedy or penalty providea by law. Fenalties may be i1mposed as
pravided under the Fennsyivania Second Class Township Lode.

Section B - mRbrogation and breater Kestrictions

This Ordinance supersedes any Urdinance or provisions thereof which may
have been previously adopted excepting that any restriction ot such
ordinance, which are greater than thoge contained herein shall stiil apply.
Section ¥ - Validity

I+ any part ot this Ordinance shall be declared inval:id by a Court with
appropriate jurisdiction, such detbermination shal! not atfect the remainder

ot the Urdinance, as the lownship hereby declares that it wouid have
adopted the same regardless of the such determination.

This ordinance shall become ettective ti1ve (5) days atter the date of this
enactment.

Duly enacted by the Supervisors ot West+tall {ownship, Fike Launty,
Fennsylvania, this {9A™ gay 2t I 1784, 1nlawtu! session duly assembled.

Attest:W;{ éﬁ__“i_«éf(— Supervisors ot Westtall iownship
sacretary .
y
CosdZe 2 L,



